
 

 

March 27, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians; 
 
These are truly extraordinary times and the information and guidance from local, state and federal 
authorities has rapidly evolved. This has required us to be nimble to adapt to the quickly changing 
environment.  I expect that you have all heard from your child’s special educator and/or related 
services providers over the past weeks offering support and suggestions. 
 
Governor Baker has closed schools until May 4th.  Since schools will be closed for this longer time 
period, we will  shift our focus from an enrichment learning platform to a framework focused more 
upon the curriculum and instruction needed to move student learning forward.  Connections, skill 
building, and social/emotional support will continue to be the district's priority. 
 
We are in the process of developing a structure and  communication method for our Special Education 
services. We will be collaborating next week at each level and you can expect correspondence from me 
next Wednesday with an update on these plans. I have provided answers to frequently asked questions 
below.  
 
New Referrals/Initial/Re-Evaluation Eligibility: 
Norwell Public Schools will freeze evaluations, and plan distribution timelines for all students in a 
referral cycle during school closure. At this time we have no method to meet individually with students 
to complete assessments.  This means that as soon as schools open again, the timelines will commence 
as is required by state and federal regulations. We are trying to meet Early Intervention timelines by 
accepting Individual Family Service plans.  
 
Annual Reviews: 
Remote meetings either virtually or by teleconference will be offered to families for annual review 
meetings, for all students on IEPs whose plans expire during school closure.  Families can choose to 
participate remotely. If the family prefers to wait until schools open again, the district will support that 
decision. Additionally, we will be working with families to understand the impact of the closure on 
their students. 
  
OOD/Residential Placements: 
For students in Out-of-District day or residential placements, at this time most schools are not in 
session.  Norwell Public Schools collaborate with such placements to ensure family support is 
available.  
 

 



 

 

Counseling 
If your child is in crisis, whereas they are a  threat to themselves or others, you should call 911.  If your 
child is seeing  a school counselor, as part of  their school day, communication about services will be 
forthcoming. There are a number of resources on the district’s website to support students and families 
As always, if you feel that your child is in need of support please reach out to their school counselor 
who can help connect you with resources.  
  
OOD Transportation 
At this time, we will transport students to out of district schools as they open.  
  
We are in constant communication with our local colleagues, liaisons at both the state and federal level, 
and will continue to communicate any updates as a district and department in a timely manner. 
 
Please take care of yourselves and know we are working hard to develop special education models  to 
support your children at home. Do not hesitate to reach out should you have individual questions or 
concerns.  
  
Take good care, 
 
Suzan Theodorou 
Director of Student Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


